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Introduction
	ECE (Early Childhood Education) refers to the education theory branch that relates to teaching of small children (either formally or informally) from birth until the age of around eight years. ECE emerged as a study field in the course of the Enlightenment period, specifically within the European nations that had high literacy rates. ECE continued to record growth through the 19th C as primary education turned out to be universal, as well as, a norm within the Western world. Within the recent years, ECE has turned out to be a predominant public policy issue as governments around the globe consider funding it. It is considered to be vital for the development of children as it involves the development of children’s personality. In that essence, it is vital for the early childhood educators to be well equipped with the appropriate skills on the manner in which to impart knowledge to the young learners (Gordon & Browne, 2016). In order for the early childhood educators to accomplish the aforementioned objective, it turns out as necessary to study the history of early childhood education, which involves the learning of early education teaching theories. Gaining an understanding of the early education teaching theories makes the early childhood educators to understand proper ways of dealing with the young learners. 
Early Education Teaching Theories
	The early childhood education evolution has many diverse theories, as well as, facets. The studies carried out by Jean Piaget, in addition to the work he undertook with young learners, established the foundation for educators to develop various teaching styles to utilize within early education teaching programs. Most of the teaching theories that were developed within the early years are utilized within preschools even in the present years. They include the Montessori method, the reggio emilia approach, played-based learning and direct instruction (Morgan, 2011). 
The Montessori Method
	It was introduced by Maria Montessori who happened to be the premier Italian woman to be awarded a medical degree, specializing in psychiatry, education, as well as, anthropology. Montessori’s belief was that each child is born with a certain potential and thus children should be allowed to not only freely explore but also play within their environment.  During the early years of 1900’s, Montessori made a visit to the U.S for the purpose of sharing the distinct teaching style (Gordon & Browne, 2016). The major focus in accordance to her is to always remain attentive to the child, together with following the child within the direction they opt to go while learning. As at present the Montessori Method is put into use by a good number of early childhood educators.   
The Reggio Emilia Approach  
[bookmark: _GoBack]	It started after World War II in Italy within the Reggio Emilia city.  The teaching style has its basis on the symbolic language of the children, as well as, the project-oriented curriculum project.  In respect to the Reggio Emilia approach, community happens to be a large contributor to the educational process as it provides teachers with educational experience opportunities such that they are able to maintain their abilities, as well as, to enhance and get dedicated to the young children development as their educators (Morgan, 2011). The educational setting environment is also considered as of great essence to the development of children and mostly assumed to be the “third teacher”. In conjunction with the constructivist thought of Piaget, the Reggio Emilia Approach asserts that children are interested within learning, as well as, experimenting through inner motivation (Nutbrown, Clough & Selbie, 2008). 
Played-Based Learning 
	The play-based learning concept is exactly as the name suggests, playing in order to learn. Most educators have assisted in paving the way to comprehend the benefits of allowing learning through playing (Gordon & Browne, 2016). Educators such as Bev Bos, have shared their ideas and concepts concerning play-based learning whereby they advocate for the hand’s off teaching style. In that regard, teachers are expected to allow the young children to indulge in problem solving by their own with minimal intervention, as well as, learn through play.
Direct Instruction
	The direct instruction concept was coined by Siergried Engelmann along with Wesley Becker in the course of the 1960’s.  Its objective is to have teachers direct the young children toward specific learning, through the use of drilling methods together with rote learning.  Other direct instruction characteristics include fast-paced learning, offering of positive reinforcement, active involvement between the children and teachers, in addition to the immediate correction of mistakes (Nutbrown, Clough & Selbie, 2008).  
Conclusion
	Within recent years, research indicates that early childhood education is vital in the preparing of children to join, as well as, succeed in education. This is because it diminishes the risk of the children experiencing social-emotional mental health issues and increases their self-sufficiency within their later lives. In different words, the early childhood education focuses on teaching children about rationalizing everything, in addition to being open to interpretations, as well as, critical thinking. Either way, the aforementioned aspects cannot be realized unless the early childhood educators go through the history of early childhood education for purposes of learning the ideal teaching theories that they have to put into use.
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